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Dear Mr Cook, 

I take issue with your recent letter which misrepresents work to raise education standards in Central 
Bedfordshire. 

I can reassure you that as Director of Children’s Services I take my responsibility to champion the 
education and attainment of pupils and students in Central Bedfordshire extremely seriously as does 
the whole school community. 

I should point out that Ofsted inspectors have rated 86 per cent of our schools to be good or 
outstanding.  Many individual school inspection reports cite good support from the local authority to 
secure school improvement and improved outcomes.

It is disingenuous of you to imply that because we have not issued any formal warning notices we 
are unwilling to challenge poor standards. You are quite aware that we employ a successful school 
intervention strategy that is providing robust and effective challenge to schools before we get to the 
stage of issuing formal warning notices. During this academic year we have issued 36 letters 
challenging schools causing us concern.

We are agreed on the importance of partnership working and the need for everyone responsible for 
education provision to work together to get the best for our children and young people.  This is 
exactly what we are doing through our Partnership Vision for Education which I have also shared 
with you – but our definition of partnership goes further  and includes other services such as health 
that also impact on children’s ability to learn.

We are collectively determined across all partners to make sure that all of our children and young 
people reach their full potential, and will not rest until outcomes for all pupils in Central Bedfordshire 
are among the best in the country. Having already made significant improvements in GCSE results - 
something that you fail to acknowledge - we are committed to making the same improvements for 
every key stage and for all pupils regardless of their situation. 

I shall be sending a copy of this letter to all schools across Central Bedfordshire, along with your 
letter.  

Yours sincerely,

Sue Harrison
Director of Children’s Services


